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> For the vast majority of wines, the time to pop 
them open is right away. But when it comes to  
serious reds, along with many dessert wines and 
a handful of whites, what you’re paying for is their 
ability to improve and eventually give maximum 
pleasure in the glass—a process that can take 
years. If you track down wines in their prime at 
auction, there’s the question of where they’ve 
spent the intervening period. Sleeping in a damp 
Scottish crypt? Bouncing from collector to col-
lector? Cooking away in an overheated ware-
house? Where they’ve matured can spell the 
difference between liveliness, mere survival and 
certain death—which is why buying direct from 
the source is ideal. Happily, a surprising number 
of chateaux and wineries regularly release older 
vintages from their library of bottles when 
they’re, well, perfect. Think of the following six as 
a foolproof, ready-to-drink cellar with impec-
cable provenance.

Drinks
What to Pour now

Six wines  
reach their peak. 

By elin Mccoy
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Who Makes ItWine Where It’s Been Why It’s great

2004

luciano Sandrone 
Barolo cannubi 
Boschis Sibi et 

Paucis

One of Italy’s top Barolo 
producers, Luciano Sandrone 
embraces both traditional and 
modern techniques at his tiny 

estate in Piedmont.

This is the same Barolo as  
Sandrone’s regular-release 2004 
from the great Cannubi vineyard. 

Bottles with the Sibi et Paucis sil-
ver seal have rested in the winery’s 
cool, humid cellar for an additional 

four years past the original  
release date.

Sumptuous and elegant, this 
red has a stunning purity and 
precision. Its violet scent and 
flavors of licorice, tar, leather 
and earth and layers of ripe, 

dark fruit only get better 
with age.

2001

corison  
Kronos Vineyard 

cabernet  
Sauvignon

This winery in the Napa Val-
ley’s St. Helena appellation is 
an insider’s pick for cabernets 

that show both balance and 
restraint—rare virtues among 

the valley’s showboating cabs.

The grapes came from a biodynami-
cally farmed, 10-acre (4-hectare) 
vineyard with 30-year-old vines. 

The wine spends months in small, 
French-oak barrels, and the winery 

sets aside bottles each year so 
it can offer vintages back to the 

1990s as library releases.

With a character that 
straddles both elegance and 

power (it’s 13.5 percent 
alcohol), this is one of Napa’s 
finest cabernets: intense and 

savory, with heady floral 
aromas and a fresh taste of 

dried herbs; ripe, warm  
mulberries; and mineral notes.
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1999

Bollinger r.D. 
champagne

Back in 1961, Madame 
Lily Bollinger invented the 

now-trendy R.D., or recently 
disgorged, category of  

Champagne.

A blend of pinot noir and chardon-
nay grown in grands crus and 

 premiers crus vineyards, it ages 
 extra time on the yeast—for the 

1999, 12-plus years (versus a 
norm of about seven)—in the cool 
chalk cellars in Reims. The yeast 

is removed (disgorged) just before 
release.

This bubbly has all the 
complexity and toasty rich-

ness of a mature Champagne 
combined with the bright 

liveliness and fresh lemony 
aromas of a young one.

1995

chateau latour
This first-growth Bordeaux 

from the storied French 
 estate is at the top of the list 

of high-priced collectibles.

The cabernet-dominant blend 
rested quietly in the chateau’s 

cellars in Pauillac, first in new oak 
barrels and then in bottles. It’s the 

first in Latour’s planned annual 
release of an older vintage deemed 
ready to drink. An anti-counterfeit 

Prooftag seal and special back label 
guarantee its provenance.

Latour marries powerful 
architectural structure with 
intense, polished flavors of 

cassis and spicy fruit and an 
aftertaste so long it seems like 

a conversation.

1993

Meursault  
les charmes  

Maison roche  
de Bellene  
collection  
Bellenum

This classic Burgundy is from 
one of the three top vineyards 
in the region’s most famous 

white-wine appellation.

Perusing the cellars of historic 
domaines, negociant Nicolas Potel 

discovered bottles of great older 
vintages proprietors were holding 
back to fund their retirements. He 
selected about 200 of the best for 

his new Collection Bellenum.

Golden colored, round, lush 
and loaded with ripe-fruit 

flavors and a deep earthiness, 
it’s everything a chardonnay 

should be.

1991

r. lopez de  
heredia Vina  

tondonia Blanco 
gran reser va 

rioja

This 135-year-old bodega  
has kept true to tradition,  

producing a long-aged white 
with a fiercely loyal following.

The blend of northern Spanish  
malvasia and viura white grapes 
slumbered in oak barrels for 10 
years before being bottled and 

stacked in 200-meter-long 
(660-foot-long) cobwebbed 

tunnels with walls covered in furry 
penicillin mold.

Gran reservas are made  
only in the winery’s best years, 

of which there have been 
about two per decade. This 
one is amazingly complex, 

tasting of nuts and smoke and 
with a wonderfully  

tangy acidity.
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